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Coolkeeragh ESB Power Station in
Northern Ireland was opened in
June 2005 following a construction
process with health and safety at its
heart. Today, the people behind the
up-keep of the 400 MW Combined
Cycle Gas Turbine plant still focus
on safety as a core issue.

ESBI O&M Solutions, which provides
operations and maintenance services to
the plant, has been delivering NEBOSH
training to its employees since 2005,
putting approximately a third of the
workforce through the course. Recently,
and for the first time, it delivered the
course through the BSC.

Seven members of staff from the
company and its contractor Forth and
Foyle completed the course, attending
sessions with a BSC tutor for two days
per week over a six week period.
Maintenance manager Alan Campbell
was one of two people to receive a
distinction within the group and
achieved the BSC’s overall joint top
mark since it started delivering the

NEBOSH NGC. Alan says: “I was
surprised at my result and was
delighted to hear I was the BSC’s joint
top scorer for the course. I am very
proud. It was hard work and there was a
lot of reading to do, but in general it was
enjoyable. There was a lot of support
and motivation within the group, which
helped me get through it.’’

He adds: “I would recommend the
NEBOSH National General Certificate
to other people because I think it paints
you a bigger, clearer picture of your

responsibilities. It makes you more
aware of the problems you could come
across and how to deal with them.”

Bill Coyle, plant manager at
Coolkeeragh ESB, also took part in the
course. He says: “In the past we have
done the NEBOSH by day release but
this time we decided to go with the
BSC because its package was more
concise and we were able to get the
course completed quicker. People who
completed the course said they
enjoyed the experience. Revision notes
got a good mention because they also
included past questions.”

Bill adds that there is a very strong
safety culture at Coolkeeragh. “The
commitment and knowledge of our
staff towards safety has helped us
maintain a very high standard.
Involving contractors in training
programmes has helped us extend our
safety culture. Our plan is to put more
people through the NEBOSH next year.
Following the results, the BSC seems a
natural partner.”

Coolkeeragh Power Station.

CAN carries out hazardous work offshore.

Gillian adds that safety is integral to all
the company does and is not just an add-
on. “We work hard to ensure that our
employees are trained and competent to
the best possible standards for the
activities they are required to do. We
make sure our procedures and processes
are accessible and understood, and we
ensure that everyone is aware of them.”

The BSC’s interim chief executive
Julie Nerney says: “Understanding the
requirements for the effective
management of safety is only one part
of the equation; maintaining them and
delivering sustained safe practice is
truly challenging. CAN’s achievement
is a credit to its commitment to best
practice and sets a standard to which
other organisations can aspire.”

Gillian hopes that achieving two
million man hours without an LTI will
help the company when working with
its clients and tendering for new
business. “Our clients want to use

contractors that have robust safety
systems and a strong culture in place.
This milestone is evidence that we are
working to a high standard and we
want to maintain this standard as
ultimately we wish to ensure our
employees go home in the same
condition they came to work in.”

Offshore Company CAN Achieves Safety Milestone
British Safety Council member CAN
is celebrating after achieving the
milestone of two million man hours
without a Lost Time Incident (LTI).

CAN is a leading provider of
engineering, inspection and
maintenance solutions to the oil and gas
industry worldwide. It pioneered rope
access as a safer and more efficient
alternative means to conventional
access systems in the offshore industry.

CAN’s last LTI was in October 2007
and the company completed 2008
without a single LTI, no mean feat for an
organisation operating in one of the
most hazardous sectors of industry.
QHSE manager Gillian Farrell hopes the
company will finish 2009 in the same
fashion. “It’s a fantastic achievement for
all CAN staff and ultimately we couldn’t
do it without everybody’s input and co-
operation. It is a great milestone but the
most important thing is that we don’t
lose our focus now.”

Coolkeeragh has the Power of NEBOSH

IOSH Managing Safely starting in Manchester on 14th Dec BOOK NOW:
020 8600 5531
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